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MIDDLE GEORGIA MEDICAL SOCIETY MEETING NOTES

JANUARY 16, 2011

MGMS met on January 16, 2011.   Mr. Maurice Madden from the Medicare Diabetes Screening Project is cosponsored by the Atlanta Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging and Novo Nordisk.  He addressed the membership regarding the project, a free benefit for patients established under the Medicare Modification Act, which provides screening for at-risk seniors.  The diabetes screening project also provides educational materials for distribution to seniors, a check-list of risk factors for diabetes, an announcement to include in church bulletins, and can assist physicians with proper coding.  Dr. Hutchings recommended the hemoglobin A1C test be covered by this program (in addition to currently approved testing methods) and cited potential cost savings to Medicare with its inclusion.  MGMS will forward the necessary information to the appropriate decision makers at Medicare in an attempt to gain this approval.   
   
Ms. Jennifer Stanfield of Johnson & Johnson then discussed the aging baby boomer population who are just entering the Medicare system at the rate of 10,000 persons per day, and the predicted increase in incidence of diabetes.  She states the Johnson & Johnson One Touch glucose meter is the number one meter used nationally and the One Touch testing strip is the most frequently used, Medicare-preferred, test strip used in the state of Georgia.  The One Touch software is easily downloadable for physician and patient use.   Medicare will soon require physicians to keep a logbook of patient glucose readings.  This easy-to-use software will facilitate the process.  Johnson & Johnson also has a program called Access to Wellness that can assist patients with discounted or free test strips based on income parameters.

Dr. Earls, in his presidential report to members, discussed MGMS accomplishments for 2010 during which education was the primary focus.  The MGMS website was successfully launched and maintained with the help of MD Tech Pro.  MGMS was involved with Northeast Health Science Magnet High School on multiple levels, and helped to welcome Dr. Quentin Green, the new principle.   Members served on the Northeast Advisory Board, and participated in the MGMS Health Careers Seminar. 

MGMS also participated in the 100 Black Men CareerFest 2010.  MAG Mutual presented an informative CME seminar program, “Financial Control of Your Practice” for MGMS members.  MGMS was involved in the annual Black Academic Surgeons Program at the Tubman Museum. Four MGMS physicians began participating in the HealthMPowers/Pfizer/MGMS Partnership with Bibb County Public Schools educating elementary school students, parents, and school staff on proper nutrition, exercise, and lifestyle changes to overcome childhood obesity.  

Finally, Dr. Warren Hutchings, former president, MGMS physician and founding member, was installed as the 117th President of the Georgia State Medical Association at its annual meeting. 

Dr. Earls then discussed goals for 2011.  MGMS will maintain a presence in local schools and will concentrate on local church and community efforts.  A series of Town Hall meetings in conjunction with a consortium of churches (Lizzie Chapel Baptist Church, Center Hill Baptist Church, and Union Baptist Church) is planned.  The first meeting will feature physicians discussing health issues.  The second meeting will focus on medical and economic issues pertaining to prescriptions and insurance coverage.   MGMS would like to establish a speaker’s bureau, and interested members are needed.  MGMS will be involved as physician mentors with the annual Fort Valley State University Premedical Program.     MGMS will work to improve public relations via radio and television outlets, and will increase MGMS membership by encouraging active member participation in these and other endeavors.   Dr. Earls invites any member to submit ideas for future MGMS projects. 

The GA-HITREC (Georgia Health Information Technology Regional Extension Center) under the auspices of the National Center for Primary Care (NCPC) at Morehouse School of Medicine will assist Georgia’s providers with the selection, implementation, and meaningful use of certified EHR systems.  Substantial financial incentives of up to $44,000 for Medicare and $63,750 for Medicaid have been established by the Recovery act.  

Announcements:

1. Dr. Burton has extra flu shots available for distribution to patients.  Please contact his office for more information. 
2. The next MGMS meeting will be March 20, 2011.
3. The Annual Black Surgeons CME event featuring Dr. Harvey Bumpers, Professor of Surgery, Morehouse School of Medicine, will be held at the Tubman museum on February 23, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.
